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Authority for Publication 
South Dakota Codified Laws (SDCL) 

2-7-1. Each odd-numbered year, the secretary of state shall compile and print a 
legislative manual. The Bureau of Administration shall distribute the legislative 
manual free to state officials and agencies who request them and to the public at 
a price set by the commissioner of administration. 
 
2-7-3. The legislative manual compiled and printed in each odd-numbered year, 
other than the year 1975 and every sixth year thereafter, shall contain the follow-
ing data: 

1) A current official directory of state government; 
2) A current list of county officers; 
3) A list of South Dakota post offices; 
4) A compilation of appropriations for state departments made at 

regular and special sessions during the two years immediately pre-
ceding; 

5) A county by county list of election results for all statewide contests 
and ballot questions for the last general and last primary elections; 

6) A brief biographical statement and picture of all current constitu-
tional officers, legislators, public utility commissioners, supreme 
court justices, circuit court judges and United States senators and 
members of congress; 

7) A brief South Dakota chronology; 
8) The last adopted state party platforms; 
9) The county names; 
10) A brief statement and pictures regarding the South Dakota  

institutions; 
11) A brief statement and picture of the state seal and state emblems; 
12) A table of contents. 
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Fellow South Dakotans: 
 
The Legislative Manual, commonly known as the Blue Book, is a 
comprehensive reference source on state government that is published 
every two years according to South Dakota Codified Law. It contains 
information on elected state officials, judges, legislators, local and state 
government administration, a chronology of South Dakota’s history and 
election statistics. 
 
I am often asked why the name “Blue Book.” The term dates back to the 
fifteenth century when the English Parliament began keeping its records 
in large volumes covered with blue velvet. Since that time the name 
“Blue Book” has been used to describe many forms of government 
manuals. 
 
I am sure you will enjoy this interesting and educational volume! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

N 
Chris Nelson 
Secretary of State 
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